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Course Description 

 

The study of French, or any modern language, entails acquiring a language system and 

applying it in four active and interrelated ways: through listening, speaking, reading and 

writing. These four skills involve exchanging ideas and effective communication. 

Effective communication, in turn, involves the intellectual process of understanding how 

ideas can best be expressed to the audience concerned. Understanding ideas, and 

expressing them clearly and convincingly, demands an awareness of the cultural 

characteristics of the audience. 

 

The study of French, at any level, should enable students to use it spontaneously and 

appropriately in unfamiliar as well as familiar circumstances. IB French III gives the 

students the opportunity to reach a moderately high degree of competence in the language 

and explore the varied French-speaking world cultures. 

 

Course Aims 

 

The aims of IB French III are to: 

 

1. enable students to understand and use French in a range of contexts and for a 

variety of  purposes. 

2. enable students to use the language appropriately. 

3. encourage, through the study of texts and through social interaction, an awareness 

and appreciation of the different perspectives of people from other cultures. 

4. develop students’ awareness of the role of language in relation to other areas of 

knowledge. 

5. provide the opportunity for enjoyment, creativity, and intellectual stimulation 

through the knowledge of a language. 

6. provide students with the basis for further study. 

7. develop students’ awareness of the relationship between the French language and 

French-speaking cultures 

 

 

Course Objectives for Students 

 

At the end of the IB French III course students are expected to demonstrate an ability to: 

 

1. communicate clearly and effectively in a range of situations. 

2. understand and use accurately oral and written forms of the language that are 

commonly encountered in a range of situations. 

3. understand and use a range of vocabulary in common usage. 



4. select a register that is generally appropriate to the situation. 

5. express ideas with general clarity and some fluency. 

6. structure arguments in a generally clear, coherent and convincing way. 

7. understand and respond appropriately to written and spoken material of average 

difficulty. 

8. assess some subtleties of the language in a range of forms, styles, and registers. 

9. show an awareness of, and sensitivity to, some elements of various French-

speaking cultures.. 

 

Texts 

 

Mitschke, Cherie, Cheryl Tano, and Valérie Thiers-Thiam. Espaces: Rendez-vous  

 avec le monde francophone. Boston: Vista Higher Learning, 2007. 

 

Mitschke, Cherie. Imaginez le français sans frontières. Boston: Vista Higher 

Learning, 2008. 

 

 

Student Materials 

 

Students should bring the following items to every class: 

 

1. a spiral or loose leaf notebook to be used exclusively for French homework and 

notes. 

 

2. a notebook  (of student’s choice) to be used as a journal. 

 

3. Loose-leaf paper for in-class essays. 

 

4. a #2 pencil or a blue or black pen (no pink, purple, red or green ink please!) 

 

5. appropriate textbooks and accompanying workbooks. 

 

 

Occasionally, students will also be asked to bring index cards, felt-tipped markers or 

other materials. 

 

Classroom Expectations 

 

Students should 

• arrive in class with all required materials and be seated before the bell 

rings. 

 • be respectful of the rights of others. 

 • take advantage of the opportunity to participate fully in class activities 

 • speak only French between the tardy bell and the bell to leave*. 

 • remain seated until the exit bell rings. 



The rules and regulations of the Bibb County Code of Conduct and the 

consequences for not following them will be strictly enforced.  

 

Grading System 

 

Homework, class work, class participation*   15% 

 

 Vocabulary Quizzes, essays     20% 

 

Lesson Quizzes       25% 

 

Tests        40% 

 

 

* Students will receive a weekly participation grade based on their use of French in the 

classroom. Those who lapse into English will lose points.  

 

If parents wish to contact me they may call me at school (779-2300) between 10:15 and 

11:05 AM (first semester) and between 9:20 and 10:50 AM (2
nd

 semester) or email me at 

emcmillan.central@bibb.k12.ga.us They may also contact me at home (before 8 PM, 

please) at 745-7729 or email me at geniemcmillan@yahoo.com 

 

Sincerely, 

Genie McMillan, Chair 

Department of Modern Languages 

 

 

A syllabus is a projected plan for instruction for the year. Grading weight 
categories may be changed during the semester based on instructional planning 
needs. Students and parents will be notified if any changes to this syllabus are 
required. The grade weights reflect the grade calculation prior to the final exam 
or End-of-Course-Test (EOCT). 
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We (parent/guardian and student) have read and understand the IB French III syllabus. 

 

_______________________________________ 

Parent or Guardian signature 

 

_______________________________________ 

Student signature 

 

_______________________________________ 

Date 

 

 

Please provide the following information: 

 

Student name:________________________________________ 

 

Parents/Guardian name(s)___________________________________________________ 

 

Home address:____________________________________________________________ 

 

            ____________________________________________________________ 

 

Home telephone: ___________________________________________________ 

 

Parents’ or guardian’s work or cell phone(s) 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Student’s email address: _____________________________________________ 

 

Parents/Guardian email address(es): 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 


